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Transformation of My Teaching Philosophy 
The original perspective I had about teaching was highly affected by the experience I had through my early schooling as a child. Therefore, it is sound to reflect on my experience in public school, especially in primary school and secondary education to get a glimpse about my former teaching philosophy. Generally, at the elementary level of schooling, I enjoyed a nice experience despite the strictness. The school applies corporal punishment even today when dealing with disobedience kids. The teachers generally appeared mean because of their strictness. The fear they instilled in us commanded our respect, but we ended up fearing them more than we loved them. In the primary school, especially after the fourth-grade learning became harder as we started learning various types of English sentences, and Algebra among other things which I found to be hard. I loved playing too much and only became serious when I reached the seventh grade. I lost my best friend at that time in death and lost interest in having fun at school. I found solace in reading and revising, and soon my grades sky-rocketed. When my performance started to improve, I grew closer to my teachers as they liked me more and would even ask me to take on some lessons when they were held up. The warm encouragements and rewards they gave to encourage us to perform better helped me to understand the importance of learning and helping my colleagues get a better understanding of the subjects they found difficult. The students appeared to understand better when we discussed, than when the teacher taught from the guide book. I maintained the same mental attitude through secondary school, and through higher education learning.
Implications of Early Learning to Teaching
I have been highly affected by the experience I had when learning, especially in elementary school. Formerly, I used to believe that the teacher needs to be strict to make the students get serious in their education. As a teacher, I believed that I am not at school to make friends with students, but rather help them acquire the knowledge and skills from the studies. I have always thought that the teacher deserves to get respect and maintain a high level of control within the classroom. Also, when disciplining the students, I used to believe that corporal punishment was the key to getting the students to do what needs to be done, for their own good. In spite of believing in strictness and maintaining order, I also believed in showing the kids that you care for them, and all the things and rules you apply in the learning process is for their own good. showing them this care would be the key to helping the students focused and having a balanced view of fun and learning. Virtually every single element I carried along with me from the early schooling was contrary to what we have come to learn in the current course unit. I have attained a great transformation in my philosophy of teaching, which I believe may take quite an effort to implement and create a friendly environment which is conducive for learning. Since the elementary level of schooling, I have seen teachers and system experiment with different approaches to teaching and course offerings associated with the curriculum. 
The Current Philosophy 
I learned that the perspectives I had towards teaching were mainly based on traditionalism, and the course has moulded me towards the modern approaches to teaching. I have to understand that the nature of knowledge is not absolute, but instead relative (McComiskey, 2000). Every student is unique in their own way, and so the approach or teaching the class should be steered in a way that meets the needs of each of the students in it. Additionally, at each level of learning, I realized that education needs to help every child to grow not only mentally, but also emotionally. Additionally, I learned that each student need to be given a right to think on their own, and the teacher should develop the teaching or add the new information based on what the students already know or understand about the topic. No student deserves to get a teacher who will take the students free will away, and they should also not be forced to start conforming to something that they neither understand nor believe. The best approach, therefore, should be therefore the one that helps them to develop their own thought processes as they learn new information and skills (Czernowin n.d.). Therefore the philosophical approach I perceived to have the greatest impact on me, and one which I need to implement in my teaching my students is progressivism. This approach gives the child an opportunity to be a free-thinking individual. In applying the approach, therefore, I will be letting the learners grow to become critical thinkers even if they are young, and get to use the knowledge they acquire in the “outside world” (Gregory & Burbage, 2017).
As opposed to being a teacher who is extremely strict as I had deliberated before, I will become a facilitator. My classes will be orderly and under control, but not maintained through a hash code of the order. I believe that if a teacher operates the classroom by strictly ordering the children about, the class will lose its warmth as the students will fear the teacher and lose respect for him/her. On the other hand, when the kids are kept in line without controlling them too much, they get transformed into becoming great learners. As a teacher, therefore, I will give the kids a chance to make mistakes, and then allow them to learn a different way to approach the issue or an alternative they may like to arrive at the right solution. This will be done through the creation of a type of democracy whereby every student will get a chance to express their own opinion in the course of learning, without being criticized (McComiskey, 2000). It is important to have the students allowed to make an input, especially in regard to what they think or know about each topic or lesson they are to be taught in class, and make their heartfelt contributions on how they connect with the topic. Whenever the students do not like the thing that the teacher is doing, it will be crucial for the teacher to stop, give the students chance to express their ideas, and attentively listen to their contributions. This does not necessarily mean that the teacher will be controlled by the students and do as they want (unless their suggestions are practical and better), but rather they can help the teacher understand what the students want and then explain to them why they cannot be able to get it. This will help them appreciate the things the teacher does to help them understand and acquire knowledge, even if it may not seem favourable to them at that time. 
I have gained a lot of ways to refine my philosophy of teaching, and the best way I have appreciated is to avoid acting like I am more intelligent than the students. the best way to teach the students, as I have seen is by being ready to learn from them as well. For each lesson to generate a meaningful experience, it will be necessary to begin by seeing things from their own perspectives, which means operating at the same level as the kids. Creating opportunities to make the classroom a place where learning is a fun process will go a long way to helping them feel free to open up and share their experiences or ideas about the lessons and topics they are about to study (McComiskey, 2000). For example, instead of telling them what they need to do with what they learn, I would love to hear them tell how people can benefit or how they have seen people apply certain principles we get to learn in class. For instance, when learning the English language and the topic about etiquette, I would like to hear them tell their experiences with scenarios where they applied etiquette or failed to, in their interactions and the outcome. Most importantly, I will give tests that test the kids from all aspects of learning, and not what they can remember from the lesson. Their discussion and how they express themselves in view of what we learn will carry most marks, and assessment tests will just carry a small portion of the overall grade (Norris, 2000). From their narrations, my work would be using their examples to drive my point home, and they would understand better than when I walked in class and fed them all the information from the start to the end. By building on what the students know, and by offering them scaffolding to develop upon the knowledge they already have to grow, the teaching process will be more impactful. Therefore, I can proudly state that I have gained a lot from the course, and I will gladly use the knowledge for the benefit of my students. 
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